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people by frequent Parliaments. But if the King and they agreed, his Majesty would then gain the great point to be united at home, and formidable abroad. Seymour and Hyde, that were more in the Duke's interest, were against it, fearing that not only the succession, but themselves, might be attacked in the next Parliament.
February 4. I received the sacrament in order to the taking the oaths as a justice of the peace, which I performed at the King's Bench bar on the 5th.
February 12. There happened the most barbarous murder that had taken place in England for some time. Mr. Thynne, a gentleman of 9,0OO/. a year—lately married to my lady Ogle, who, repenting of the match, had fled from him into Holland before they were bedded—was set upon by three ruffians, and shot to death as he was coming along the street in his coach. He being one deeply engaged in the- Duke of Monmouth's interest, it was much feared what construction might be made of it by that party—the authors escaping and not known. I was .at Court that evening, when the King hearing the news, seemed much concerned at it, not only for the horror of the action itself, to which his good nature was very averse, but also apprehending the ill constructions which the anti-Court party might make of it.
At eleven o'clock the same night, as I was going into bed, Mr. Thynnc's gentleman came to me to grant a hue and cry, and soon, after the Duke of Monmouth's page, to desire me to come to his master at Mr. Thynne's lodging, sending his coach to fetch me. I found him surrounded with several gentlemen and lords, friends to Mr. Tliynnc, and Mr. Thynne mortally wounded by live ballots, which had entered his belly and side, shot from a blunderbuss. I granted immediately several warrants to search for persons suspected to be privy to the design, and that might give some intelligence of the parlies that had acted that